
In fact, rural communities are pioneering such ideas. Across the 
U.S., bottom up economies are emerging, creating jobs, rebuilding 
communities, restoring the land. These efforts often involve people 
from across the liberal-conservative spectrum.  And they work.  
In spite of this, they have failed to galvanize significant political 
support, or to alter a public debate that pits “liberal elites” against 
rural communities, farmers and working people.

The alternatives to now-pervasive right-wing media and politics 
– Democrats,  progressives – have been largely absent from rural 
communities; their priorities and messages too often alienate rural 
people who might otherwise be allies on many issues.

We face enormous problems, from extreme inequality, climate 
change and racism to the marginalization of rural communities 
and working people.  The far-reaching policies these challenges 
call for are demonized and obstructed by the political right, 
disproportionately represented by rural politicians, or those 
playing to that base.  Liberal politicians espousing incremental 
change have gotten nowhere.

The rural progressive leaders and policies needed to reverse 
course will require two things: building the power of rural 
progressive organizations 
– electoral and otherwise 
– and developing clear, 
straight forward messages 
that speak to rural and 
working people, that 
resonate rather than 
alienate.  Anthony 
Flaccavento and SCALE 
can help with both.

 Anthony Flaccavento is uniquely 
qualified to help lead this ambitious 

effort and to train, prepare and 
support community and political 

leaders hoping to work in the 
intersection of rural-urban issues.  
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Progressive ideas work in rural 
communities!



What SCALE Offers:

 Communications and messaging for progressive change in 
rural communities

 Planning, organizing and building grass roots political 
campaigns in rural regions

 Integrating rural and urban issues and people to bridge the 
urban-rural divide

Developing progressive policy platforms in a rural context

  Research, analysis, writing and speaking in support of  
the above

Specific services provided:

•   Listening/engagement strategies; straight talk  
& grounded messaging 

•   Planning/promoting Town Halls & community forums
•   Overcoming rural marginalization; breaking through elite 

bubbles & finding common ground
•   Using & adapting the Rural Progressive Platform
•   Elevating sustainable rural livelihoods in the fight against 

climate change
•   Analytical & practical tools around writing, workshops, 

seminars, & keynote speeches

“SCALE’s approach hits all the right notes with  
me and resonates deeply with the work we believe  

in at Center for Rural Strategies.”   
Whitney Coe, Center for Rural Strategies, Kentucky 

www.anthonyflaccavento.com


